Religion Visitation
Information
Make sure your parents know where you plan to go and that they approve of your visitation site.

· The purpose of your visitation is to have a first-hand experience of religious practices which are different than yours. You are to choose a place of worship that is significantly different than yours. (If you don’t belong to a religious sect, of course, you have no limitations). 

· You will need to complete one visitation in Term 3 (in addition to our trip to the Buddhist temple) and two in term 4.
OPTION 1: PAPER

· After your visit you must type a 3/4-page paper plus a cover page (1.5 spacing, size 12, Times New Roman). The paper must cover the following
WHAT DID YOU SEE?

The geographic location of the building

The setting for the building

The building from the outside


Size


Shape


Material


Color


Orientation

The building from the inside


The sanctuary


The areas for believers

Colors

Paintings, statues, icons

Seating

Dress of the clergy

Dress of the congregants

Rituals you observed and their significance

WHAT DID YOU HEAR?

Things said, sung, and chanted by the clergy

Things said, sung, and chanted by the congregants

The content and significance of the prayers

The content and significance of music

WHAT DID YOU FEEL?

Things that contributed to a sense of the divine

Things that detracted from a sense of the divine

Your personal response to the service

You must include one photo of yourself, or group, at the service (not during, but simply there). IMPORTANT: Be as unobtrusive as possible.
OPTION 2: VIDEO REFLECTION

Part I:

You are expected to film the “experience” and create a (sort-of) documentary.  You and your group will first film a preliminary interview dealing with what you expect the experience to be like. Talk about what you expect to see, hear, and feel.  What will the service be like?  How will your classroom knowledge impact your visitation, or will your new found knowledge take away from the experience, a form of distraction?  Basically talk about expectations and preconceived notions and ideas about the religion.

Part II.  

In order to make this a true “experiential” project, you also film the drive/train ride to the actual place of worship.  You will edit this piece down to no more than two minutes. You can include the drive there and back if you wish. You should not film the service, be respectful of the place of worship.
Part III.

Post-interview.  Now you bring the experience full circle and reflect upon the actual service.  Use the questions from Part I.  Did the service meet, exceed, or disappoint?  Try not to factor in the other group members’ opinions (don’t conform ( I want YOUR OWN thoughts).  Just give an honest reflection of the experience.  What did you like, dislike? Utilize the list in Option 1 as a reference for what to comment on…
You do need to include one photo of the entire group- color please.  Make sure to edit down the video to no less than 5, no more than 10. Make sure to download the video to youtube.com and share it with: jasonmusselman85@gmail.com
THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE WORTH 20% of your T3 GRADE (Along with a short 1-2 page reflection about your experience at the Buddhist temple and museum. (Use the list in option 1 to guide you on this short reflection) 
