
What	  is	  a	  Poli+cal	  Party?	  
•  Poli%cal	  Party-‐	  A	  group	  of	  people,	  joined	  

together	  on	  the	  basis	  of	  common	  principles,	  who	  
seek	  to	  control	  government	  in	  order	  to	  affect	  
certain	  public	  policies	  and	  programs.	  

•  What	  are	  the	  two	  major	  poli+cal	  par+es	  in	  our	  
government	  today?	  	  

1.  Democra+c	  Party	  
2.  Republican	  Party	  
*Since	  our	  na+on’s	  beginnings,	  the	  two	  party	  

system	  has	  been	  influen+al	  in	  American	  poli+cs.*	  



Ulysses	  Grant	  (a	  Republican)	  was	  serving	  his	  second	  term.	  	  During	  the	  	  
midterm	  elec+ons	  in	  1874,	  Grant	  was	  accused	  of	  “Caesarism”	  due	  to	  a	  

rumor	  that	  he	  was	  planning	  on	  running	  for	  a	  third	  term.	  	  Harper’s	  Weekly	  
published	  this	  cartoon	  by	  Thomas	  Nast.	  	  The	  elephant	  became	  the	  symbol	  	  

for	  the	  Republican	  party.	  

An	  ass	  in	  
sheep’s	  
Clothing	  	  
(from	  Aesop’s	  
	  Fables)	  



On	  January	  15,	  1870,	  in	  Harper’s	  Weekly,	  Thomas	  Nast	  introduced	  
the	  donkey	  as	  the	  symbol	  of	  the	  Democra+c	  party.	  	  Nast	  was	  

lambas+ng	  a	  northern	  fac+on	  of	  the	  party	  that	  had	  opposed	  the	  
Civil	  War	  and	  those	  Democra+c	  papers	  that	  con+nued	  to	  cri+cize	  

Lincoln’s	  recently	  deceased	  Secretary	  of	  War.	  

Stanton	  is	  “lionized”	  Democrats	  are	  	  
jackasses	  



Poli+cal	  Par+es	  
•  What	  do	  they	  do?	  
-‐Poli+cal	  Par+es	  serve	  as	  a	  vital	  link	  between	  the	  people	  
and	  their	  government	  (the	  governed	  and	  those	  who	  
govern.)	  
	  
-‐Poli+cal	  Par+es	  serve	  the	  will	  of	  the	  people	  they	  
represent.	  	  
	  
-‐Poli+cal	  Par+es	  bring	  conflic+ng	  groups	  together.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  They	  so[en	  the	  impact	  of	  extremists	  at	  both	  ends.	  	  



American	  Poli%cal	  Par%es	  are	  
Broad	  Based	  Coali%ons	  



Poli+cal	  Par+es	  
Func%ons	  of	  Poli%cal	  Par%es:	  
•  The	  main	  func+on	  of	  a	  poli+cal	  party	  is	  to	  nominate	  

candidates	  for	  public	  office.	  	  
-‐  Par+es	  find	  candidates	  for	  office	  and	  then	  gather	  support	  for	  

them	  amongst	  the	  people.	  	  
-‐  People,	  in	  turn,	  vote	  for	  the	  candidates	  that	  the	  Party	  has	  

selected.	  	  

•  Par+es	  try	  to	  inform	  and	  inspire	  the	  people.	  
-‐  Each	  party	  tries	  to	  inform	  the	  people	  as	  it	  thinks	  they	  should	  be	  

informed-‐	  they	  choose	  and	  take	  stands	  on	  certain	  issues	  to	  gain	  as	  
much	  support	  as	  possible.	  (i.e	  abor+on,	  greenhouse,	  medicare).	  	  

-‐  They	  inform	  the	  people	  through	  pamphlets,	  signs,	  debates,	  
bumper	  s+ckers.	  



Poli+cal	  Par+es	  
Func%ons	  of	  Poli%cal	  Par%es:	  
•  Governing	  
-‐  Governing	  based	  on	  Par+sanship	  -‐	  	  conduc+ng	  decisions	  based	  

on	  the	  strong	  support	  of	  their	  party	  and	  its	  policy	  stands.	  	  
-‐  Most	  execu+ve	  offices	  (the	  cabinet	  for	  example)	  is	  based	  on	  

party	  considera+ons.	  	  
-‐  However,	  poli+cal	  par+es	  must	  work	  together	  to	  make	  bipar+san	  

decisions	  in	  order	  for	  our	  government	  to	  func+on.	  	  
•  Ac+ng	  as	  a	  Watchdog	  (Where	  was	  Hillary	  yesterday?)	  
-‐  The	  party	  out	  of	  power	  consistently	  acts	  as	  a	  watchdog	  by	  

cri+cizing	  the	  policies	  and	  behaviors	  of	  the	  party	  in	  power.	  
-‐  In	  American	  Poli+cs,	  the	  party	  in	  power	  is	  the	  party	  that	  

controls	  the	  Execu+ve	  Branch.	  (president-‐	  na+onal,	  governor-‐	  
state).	  	  

	  



The	  Two-‐Party	  System	  
•  What	  were	  the	  original	  two-‐par+es	  that	  existed	  in	  

the	  beginning	  of	  our	  na+on?	  
-‐The	  fact	  that	  our	  na+on	  began	  with	  a	  two-‐party	  system	  is	  a	  

leading	  reason	  for	  the	  reten+on	  of	  the	  two	  party	  system.	  	  

•  HOW	  does	  the	  The	  Electoral	  System	  helps	  promote	  
the	  Two-‐Party	  System?	  

•  The	  Electoral	  System	  is	  deliberately	  shaped	  by	  Republicans	  and	  
Democrats	  to	  preserve	  and	  defend	  the	  two-‐party	  system.	  	  

-‐In	  most	  states,	  it	  is	  difficult	  for	  minor	  par+es	  and	  independents	  to	  get	  
their	  candidates	  even	  listed	  on	  the	  ballot.	  	  



Minor	  Par+es	  

•  Although	  minor	  par+es	  rarely	  have	  a	  chance	  of	  
winning	  the	  presidency,	  they	  s+ll	  play	  a	  vital	  role	  
in	  American	  Poli+cs.	  	  

•  There	  are	  4	  main	  types	  of	  minor	  par+es:	  
1.  Ideological	  Par+es	  
2.  Single	  Issue	  Par+es	  
3.  Economic	  Protest	  Par+es	  
4.  Splinter	  Par+es	  



Minor	  Par+es	  

Why	  Minor	  Par%es	  are	  Important:	  
• They	  developed	  the	  na+onal	  conven+on	  
method	  of	  elec+ng	  presiden+al	  candidates.	  	  
• They	  can	  o[en	  play	  the	  “spoiler	  role”.	  
• Minor	  Par+es	  bring	  up	  issues	  that	  major	  
par+es	  want	  to	  avoid.	  
-‐This	  forces	  them	  to	  eventually	  address	  the	  
issue.	  
	  



Three	  Components	  of	  a	  Party	  
•  Poli+cal	  par+es	  can	  be	  examined	  from	  a	  social	  

standpoint	  through	  the	  roles	  that	  are	  played	  by	  the	  
party’s	  members.	  	  

•  The	  two	  major	  par+es	  are	  composed	  of	  three	  basic	  and	  
closely	  interrelated	  components:	  

1. Party	  Organiza=on-‐	  Party	  leaders	  and	  ac+vists	  who	  give	  
+me,	  money,	  and	  their	  skills	  to	  the	  party.	  	  

2. Party	  in	  the	  electorate-‐	  party	  loyalists	  who	  vote	  the	  
straight	  party	  +cket.	  	  

3. Party	  in	  the	  government-‐	  party	  officeholders,	  those	  who	  
have	  been	  elected	  to	  office	  in	  one	  of	  the	  3	  branches.	  	  



Private Clubs and Organizations 

Precinct Party Committees 

Municipal Party Committees 

County Party 
Committees 

State Party 
Committees 



Party	  Loyalty	  

Democra+c	  Candidate	   Republican	  Candidate	  

Obama	  

Kerry	  

Gore	  

McCain	  

Bush	  

Bush	  

Romney	  



%	  saying	  that	  there	  is	  a	  difference	  in	  what	  the	  
Republicans	  and	  Democra%c	  Par%es	  stand	  for	  

2014	  


